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Landscape architecture shaping the city of rome and

an evening of itaLian renaissance music for smaLL vocaL ensembLes 

friday evening, apriL 13, 2007, 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

bruce museum of arts and science

one museum drive, greenwich, ct

Palladium musicum, inc., a non-profit Greenwich, CT organization, is pleased to present the second event of its 
2007 Season.  This season marks the commencement of a two year celebration through music and the arts of the 
legacy of Andrea Palladio (1508-1580), the great Italian Renaissance architect – and the most famous architect 
of the Western world, which will culminate in commemorating the 500th year of his birth in 2008.

The events of our 2007 Season will examine the influence of Rome on the formative period of Palladio where, 
as a result of his visits to Rome, studying its antiquities and architecture, he sought to develop his own principles 
of architecture. His study of all’antica (in the antique manner) became the foundation of his architectural design 
aesthetic and principles, refined over many years. Thus the focus of our 2007 Season is on Rome – and the 16th 
century Italian Renaissance.

The first segment of this evening’s program is devoted to an illustrated lecture by Professor Laurie D. Olin, 
FASLA, Founder and Principal, the Olin Partnership, Philadelphia, Practice Professor of Landscape Architecture, 
University of Pennsylvania, and Trustee Emeritus, American Academy in Rome, speaking on “The Role of 
Landscape Architecture and Design in Shaping the City and Spirit of Rome.”

The evening program will also mark the début of the Pueri Cantores Palladio, an ensemble of boys and men, 
under the direction of James Kennerley, former organ scholar at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, England, 
performing a selection of sacred and secular madrigals and part songs from 16th century Italian Renaissance 
composers.  A catered reception with period cuisine will conclude the evening.



Andrea Palladio (1508-1580) is one of the greatest architects Italy ever produced.  Like 
Alberti, Raphael, and Michelangelo before him, the greatest source of inspiration for his 
development and later design was that of ancient Rome.  Like others before and after 
him he journeyed to Rome at a formative point in his life.  What did he actually see and 
find there?  What was the city and landscape of Rome like in his day?  In an illustrated 
talk, Professor Laurie Olin will discuss the nature of Rome at the time, its gardens, 
parks, villas, urban scene, and the surrounding landscape.  Palladio’s visits to the City 
of Rome coincided with the rise of a new generation of architects that were to produce 
many of Rome’s greatest villas and works of urban design.  Here it was that Palladio 
measured and sketched antique ruins, and moved about with other visitors and artists in 
a rapidly changing city as it recovered from the collapse following the shift of power to 
Constantinople, the rise of the Papacy and disastrous sack of the city in the year 1527 

and its resurgence afterward.  The lecture will discuss these sources, sights and events.

Professor Olin is the recipient of the 2005 ASLA Design Medal.  He is a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, a Fellow of the American Society of Landscape Architects and an honorary member of the 
American Institute of Architects.  His design projects span the globe, including Bryant Park and Battery Park City, 
New York, Canary Wharf and Bishopsgate, London, Villa Olympica, Barcelona, the J. Paul Getty Center, Los 
Angeles, Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia and the Washington Monument in Washington, 
D.C.  He is author of Across the Open Field, Essays Drawn on the English Landscape (1999) and co-author of 
La Foce, A Garden and Landscape in Tuscany (2001).

Professor Olin’s design philosophy for landscape architecture is expressed succinctly in this extract from his book, 
Across the Open Field, Essays Drawn on the English Landscape:  “The history of society’s attempt to create a 
more beautiful, fruitful, and just place to live, in both town and country, is the history of landscape design.  Tools 
and crops, building materials and legal systems, horticulture and road building, hydraulics and town planning, 
myths and art, memory, tradition and history, science and industry, all enter into the shaping of our land. . . 
We should, therefore, demand a view of the environment that begins with an examination of the continuity of 
settlement patterns and of architectural traditions within particular social and economic organizations.  With an 
understanding of this general continuum, we may then look for the variety and evolution of ideas and forms, 
within particular traditions and contexts.  The great value of such places (referring to Wiltshire and Oxfordshire 
in England) is rarely to be found in any of the elements taken singly, but rather in the whole as an ensemble:  the 
grotto in the garden, the garden and villa in the park, the park in the farms, the farms in the valley, and the valley 
in the region; the church in the village; the village on the hill; the hill in the landscape.”
 

Pueri Cantores Palladio, under the direction of James Kennerley, will make their 
début to conclude the evening, performing sacred and secular selections from 16th 
century Italian Renaissance composers, including Gregorio Allegri (1582-1652), 
Jacob Arcadelt (1505-1568), Vincenzo Bell’haver (1540-1587), Domenico Maria 
Ferrabosco (1513-1574), Carlo Gesulado (1560-1613), Luca Marenzio (1553-1599), 
and Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611).
  
James Kennerley was born in England in 1984 and started his musical education as 
a Chorister in the choir of Chelmsford Cathedral. He then won a music scholarship to 
Harrow School, and following was awarded the Organ Scholarship to Jesus College, 
Cambridge  University, where graduated with an honours degree in Music in 2005. At 
Cambridge, he directed and accompanied the two choirs (Mixed and Men and Boys) 

under the leadership of Timothy Byram-Wigfield. He recorded a number of CDs, including one of solo organ 
music, and has broadcast on national radio and television. As a conductor, he worked regularly with both the 
renowned University Symphony Orchestra as well as several Baroque ensembles.
 



In his final year he won the Organ Scholarship at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, where he worked daily with 
Malcolm Archer and the world-famous choir of men and boys. He gave weekly organ recitals, frequently directed 
the Cathedral Choir and performed in front of many notable people, including the Queen and Prince Philip.
 
He has given concerts in all the major venues in the UK, including St. Paul’s Cathedral, King’s College, Cambridge 
and the Royal Albert Hall, London.  He has studied the organ with Thomas Trotter and David Sanger, voice with 
David Lowe and conducting with David Hill.  James is currently serving as visiting organ scholar at Christ 
Church Greenwich, where, additionally, he works with the choirs of its music program, as well as maintaining a 
conducting, accompanying, and solo performance schedule with several other local area music organizations.

The members of Pueri Cantores Palladio are all accomplished locally trained vocalists and choristers.  Several 
members are experienced performers at the Lincoln Center and Hunter College productions of the Menotti Amahl 
and the Night Visitors as well as a recent production of Benjamin Britten’s Midsummer Night’s Dream at the 
Yale Opera School.  Many have also sung on tours of Anglican cathedrals abroad at York Minister Cathedral and 
Worcester Cathedral, for example.  The trebles in the group are Jordan Abassi, Evan Braxton-Barto, Julian 
Barker, Max Ferrari, Jamie Knight, Robert Knight, Chase Kuesel, Wesley Oler and Simon Tebbe.  The men 
include as alto:  Matt Brown and John Garlid; tenor: James Kennerley; and bass:  Neil Bouknight.  

Tickets for the evening event are priced at $65 each and are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  For 
tickets and further information, please contact Palladium Musicum, Inc.

 Palladium Musicum, Inc., a non-profit organization, is devoted to celebrating classical music internationally as 
an expression of culture, the arts, and the sacred, experienced in an intimate setting.

This vision is achieved through music programs and concerts held throughout the year in conjunction with lectures, 
educational programs, and an annual international music institute.  The programs are designed to integrate music 
with the visual arts, the sacred, literature, poetry, architecture, and gardening, for example, to bring participants 
a sense of wholeness, shared experience, culture, and an appreciation of our heritage.  Highlights of  events 
planned during the 2007 season are given below.

2007 season events

celebrating andrea Palladio (1508-1580) at 500
His early years in rome and tHe 16tH century italian renaissance in rome

tHrougH its music, arcHitecture, landscaPe, villas, and gardens

november 11, 2006   miller motorcars, benefit for Palladium musicum, inc., 6:30 Pm –  9:30 Pm

an evening of italian oPera and song in tHe villas and gardens of rome

Rising young opera stars from the Renata Scotto Opera Academy at the Music Conservatory of Westchester 
performing a program of Italian opera selections.  Faculty, student vocalists and a Baroque string ensemble from 
the Music Conservatory of Westchester will offer vocal and instrumental music from Italy’s Renaissance and 
Baroque periods.  Held in the showroom of Miller Motorcars, exhibiting modern Maserati and Ferrari motorcars.  
The event will include a catered reception in the Italian Renaissance fashion and an auction, featuring a series of 
commissioned sketches on the villas and gardens of Rome.



January 27, 2007  cole auditorium, greenwicH library, 7:30 Pm – 9:30 Pm  tHe influence of tHe 
arcHitecture of ancient rome on Palladio and an evening of brass instrumental music

Professor Vaughan Hart, Head of Architecture Group, Department of Architecture, University of Bath, England, 
and Dr. Peter Hicks, Historian at the Foundation Napoléon, Paris, co-authors of their latest book, Palladio’s Rome 
(2006), speaking on Palladio’s two famous guidebooks to Rome – its antiquities and churches, first published 
in 1554.  The Festival Brass Consort, Louis Hanzlik, artistic director, will perform secular and sacred music 
for brass ensemble, including canzonette and balletti from 16th century Italian Renaissance composers. Book-
signing and catered reception following program.

aPril 13, 2007   bruce museum, 7:30 Pm – 9:30 Pm  landscaPe arcHitecture sHaPing tHe city of rome and 
an evening of italian renaissance music for small vocal ensembles

Laurie D. Olin, FASLA, Founder and Principal, the Olin Partnership, Philadelphia, Practice Professor of 
Landscape Architecture, University of Pennsylvania, Trustee Emeritus, American Academy in Rome, and 
recipient of the 2005 ASLA Design Medal, speaking on “The Role of Landscape Architecture and Design in 
Shaping the City and Spirit of Rome.”  Pueri Cantores Palladio, an ensemble of Renaissance singers, under 
the direction of James Kennerley, make their début performing a selection of madrigals, motets, and part-songs 
from Italian Renaissance composers.  Catered reception following program.

June 30 – July 7, 2007  rome-tivoli international music week festival, sant’antonio, tivoli, italy

Promising vocalists selected from the Royal Academy of Music, London, joined by Palladium Musicum 
Cantorum and the Atlantic Brass Quintet, will be in residence at Sant’ Antonio, Tivoli, a former monastery, 
located near Rome, for a structured week of intense musical training and education.  The Artistic Director  
for the Festival will be Jeremy Summerly, Royal Academy of Music, London, and founder of the Oxford 
Camerata, and the Artistic Advisor and Vocal Coach will be Ian Partridge, CBE, Royal Academy of Music, 
London.  Performances may be held at such venues as The British School at Rome, All Saints’ Church 
Rome, St. Paul’s Within the Walls, and  the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore  – culminating with A Music 
Festival Day at Sant’ Antonio, and events at the Villa d’Este and Hadrian’s Villa.  A song cycle on the villas 
and gardens of Rome, commissioned by Palladium Musicum, Inc., will be premiered.  A tour of Palladio’s Rome 
will be included.


